
expert know-how

All In Th e Fold
An important part of quilt care is how we store them. In this 
issue editor, Lynelle Slade, shares the best way to fold away 
your precious items.

You might be aware that binding cut on the bias is stronger 
than straight-of-grain binding as it distributes the wear and tear 
over many threads rather than a couple at the edges. It’s also true 
that folding a quilt across the length and width damages the 
fi bres and over time the creases become permanent and the fabric 
can even break here if we don’t make the eff ort to refold it in 
diff erent places regularly.

Knowing these two key facts, it would seem to make perfect 
sense to store our quilts folded on the bias, yet how many of us 
do, or even know how to?

Follow these step-by-step diagrams when putting away your 
quilts. And remember that even when using this method, you 
should still refold your quilts another way every couple of 
months and avoid folds on fragile areas. Th en stow them away 
from strong light to prevent fading on the exposed sections. ❖

Tip: For more-delicate or vintage quilts, use acid-free 
tissue paper between the folds.
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Extra folds can be 
made if required

Tip: 
Roll very frail and 

delicate quilts on acid-
free cylinders to 
avoid any folds.
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